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of what we call a table it is certain that we represent it to
ourselves not as a number of sense-data, but as a substantial
existence of which certain aspects are given in sense. It is not
relevant to our present purpose to try to prove that such a
substantial existence is a part of the real world. All we are
concerned to observe is that in our perception of the world^
what is given to sense is unified in the imagination, however
vague and obscure, of such a unity. That unity or thinghood
may be only a fiction of the imagination, and we may be helpless
to prove that it is otherwise. But it seems clear that in perception
the imagination, transcending sense, represents the world in
that way. The doctrine of Hume in denying that the world
consists in anything but 'sensations' may be true; but that issue
does not affect the position that in perception the imagination
does synthesize the sense-data in something which is not given
to sense.
It is the same with causal connection. Sceptics assert that>
when we observe what we call a causal sequence, all that is
occurring is a movement and a succession of sense-data, and
that there is no inner causal connection. Again, it is possible
that this is true. But again, our perception of the event is of the
impact of two things between which exists an inner and
necessary causal unity. It may be that our imaginative represen-
tation of that causal unity is exceedingly vague and mysterious;
there can be no doubt that it is. But such a connection is certainly
a factor in our representation of the world. Again, such causal
connection may be only a fiction of our imagination; yet we
certainly represent the world as a scene of such connections
between substances. The fact that we cannot speak about that
causal connection with clearness has to be admitted. But
however helpless we may feel in trying to discuss it, we know
that in perceiving what we call the impact of two objects we
are aware of a great deal more than a succession of sense-data.
We find the greatest difficulty in speaking with anything
approximating to reasonable clearness about that 'something
more'; but that it is present in our perception of the world is